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Blog > Resources

15 best Al apps |
can't live

without in 2026
(free + paid)

@ Omid
= March 4

The 10 best Claude CodeTips & Plugins

¢

Y 13 ol iicung | Gundping Tops v. Plie] 1 Ecalraw Diagram Tick| 2 NoibookLb-gy] 3 Remlion

8 Claude-Tricks, ohne die ich nicht leben kann

Best apps 30 min read

2 best Al productivity to
in 2026

"hese 50+ Al apps will help you work faster—and bettel

By Nicole Replogle - December 1, 2025

The Best Al Tools for 2026

If you're going to learn a new Al tool, make sure it’s one of these

e (i)
The PyCoach ( Follow ) 8minread - Dec1,2025

Al TOOLS TIER LIST FOR 2026
me -+
Bric+0
EA20C <0 82y

< r/Anthropic - vor 9 Monaten
8 AssumptionNew9900

| built a tool that codes while | sleep — new update makes it even

smarter -~ 4

(s shopware



Underneath every tool
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The Practice
How you work with it

What you're actually
talking to
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An engine, not a being

the engine / the model
"Claude": the character it performs




How conversations grow

Turn1 Turn 2 Turn 3
cost
Reply 2
Reply 1 Reply 1
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An agentis aloop

-

assembles context ¢ runstools ¢ feeds results back

the engine — \
’ proposes an action \
reads the I the aaent .
result é% g LRS!

K returns result j
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How the context gets assembled

( N
capacity F---=--=--=-=-=-=—--=--——-----
o Context
Engineering!
next question
answer
lost in the middle
your question \J
length
99% to 70% at 32K
N J

the context window
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How a term unlocks knowledge

your context the weights

( outside-in testing )

(mock—heavy)

<= TDD, London School — (interaction—based verification)

( test doubles ) . .
design via interfaces

~5 tokens a whole framework
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The Engine

What you talk to

How you work with it
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Why a role doesn’t add facts

[ et

Identity anchor
“You are an expert security engineer”

Moves the voice

\ ® no factual gain

~

v

Factual accuracy -

100+ roles - 2,000+ questions

no-persona baseline

No persona Random persona Best persona you can
pick

Zheng et al., EMNLP Findings 2024
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When you don't know the term

[ 2
. —L__ R
e &~ D
= i
o cmm—
1. You don't know the term 2. Elicit the anchors 3. Anchor the real prompt

THE KEYBOARD MOVE

“What are the named frameworks, key terms, and tradeoffs an expert would use for X? List them.”
- then anchor the real prompt with those terms.
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Why it ignores what you told it

——

System prom‘Bt o

4‘.. x

______ = s B T x everything, always loaded

v packaged, loaded when needed

Everything the accumulated: file
reads, tool output, earlier

GEEES )our instruction, turn 3
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Progressive disclosure

|

Skills! g ]

upfront: description only

&

I relevant now
| SKILL.md |

v

SKILL.md
D
1
G
2

3 apply style guide

o

\ ﬂferred: read at the point of use \
/

— Writing'blogs —
use when drafting

~

&

-

reference file

v
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Structure the workflow

Gather inputs _ Draft change — Tests pass?

yes

Revise

3rd failure

STOP
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Good in a few cycles

Run the skill ///;;;rospection - diagnose, don’t guess \\\\\

A 4

$ why did step 3 skip the tests?

> Likely causes:
1. No explicit STOP before publish
‘ 2. “verify” step phrased as optional

3. Tests not named as a gate

Spot misbehavior

Diagnose WHY

(gap analysis + introspection)
> Suggested fix:

" make the gate a hard stop condition

\\\\\\the model can’t rationalize past. 4/////

(s shopware




Working with skills
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Go further

try what you don't think is possible
Hooks

Enforce behavior. Make workflows extendable.

Pharma Manufacturing Finance Software Qourdomaia

Subagents

Isolate context, delegate, return a clean result.

Same mental model, more building blocks.
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An assistant that works with
you

shopwarelLabs/ai-coding-tools
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